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SUBJECT: NEW HEALTH MINISTER NAMED 

REF: SANTIAGO 5551 

1 . IN A BRIEF SWEARING-IN CEREMONY JULY 27 AIR FORCE COLONEL 
CARLOS MARIO JIMENEZ VARGAS BECAME THE NEW MINISTER OF HEALTH. 

THE CHILEAN AIR FORCE (FACH) THUS RETAINS ITS CABINET POST FOLLOWING 
THE GOC SHAKE-UP WHICH SAW JIMENEZ' PREDECESSOR - GENERAL FERNANDO 
MATTHEI - MOVE UP AS THE FACH REPRESENTATIVE ON THE GOVERNING 
JUNTA IN PLACE OF OUSTED GENERAL GUSTAVO LEIGH (REFTEL). AS MATTHEI, 
JIMENEZ, A FIGHTER PILOT AND OPERATIONS OFFICER, HAS NO MEDICAL 
EXPERIENCE, HAVING HAD ONLY NORMAL AIR FORCE ASSIGNMENTS IN HIS 

25 YEARS OF SERVICE. 

2. IN A BRIEF ENCOUNTER WITH THE PRESS AFTER BEING SWORN IN, 

JIMENEZ ACKNOWLEDGED HIS LACK OF EXPERIENCE OR KNOWLEDGE IN 

HIS NEW ASSIGNMENT, BUT EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT HIS FACH TRAINING 
WOULD PUT HIM IN GOOD STEAD. HE PROMISED AN "OPEN DOORS'" POLICY 
FOR THE PRESS AND AN EFFORT TO UPGRADE HEALTH CONDITIONS IN CHILE. 

3. BIOGRAPHIC DATA: BORN IN CHUQUICAMATA ON APRIL 13, 1932. 

JIMENEZ GRADUATED FROM THE AIR FORCE AVIATION SCHOOL IN JANUARY 
1953 AND RECEIVED HIS FIGHTER PILOT S WINGS THE FOLLOWING YEAR. 
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DURING HIS CAREER, HE HAS HAD AN ASSORTMENT OF COMMAND AND STAFF 
ASSIGNMENTS, INCLUDING COMMAND OF THREE FACH WINGS AND DIRCTOR 
OF FACH OPERATIONS. IN AUGUST 1977 HE WAS DECORATED FOR "DIS- 
TINGUISHED SERVICES ON SEPTEMBER 11, 1973", PREESUMABLY FOR HIS 
PART IN THE MILITARY COUP WHICH BROUGHT THE PRESENT REGIME 
INTO POWER. MARRIED TO THE FORMER ANNIE AUDREY TOWNSEND CRIGHTON, 
THE COUPLE HAVE FOUR CHILDREN: JACQUELINE, RICARDO, VERONICA AND 
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